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I feel really good when I put on the Greens’ t-shirt with its slogan on the back, 
‘Standing up for what matters’.  
 
It’s because it’s always been the case that the Greens stand up for what matters. 
No matter what the polls say or whether it makes headlines or not, the Greens’ 
principles of fairness and equality, sustainability, and peace and nonviolence 
underpin the Greens’ approach to every issue.  
 
It means that people sigh and raise their eyebrows when I offer them a Green 
Voice newspaper at 6:30am at the railway station. Sometimes I’ll get a wry smile 
which says, ‘The Greens again, banging on about the same old things’.  
 
That’s just fine, because it’s right and proper that we bang on about the same old 
things.  
 
Same need to make sure our society is as equitable as possible, because it is the 
right thing to do, but also because it makes social and economic good sense. 
When large numbers of the population don’t have work, or enough work, or 
work that is paid at a decent rate and is safe, or affordable housing, or decent 
schools to send their kids to, it makes our society as a whole less safe, less open 
to new ideas and less productive.  
 
Same need to preserve our natural environment and make sure everything we 
do is environmentally sustainable, because if it isn’t, we are guaranteeing our 
kids an impoverished future.  
 
Same need to talk about peace and non-violence as the way forward in all 
conflicts, be they around the tables in the Women’s Rest Centre in Eastwood on a 
Thursday night during a Ryde Epping Greens’ meeting, or whether it’s dealing 
with the ghastly mess in Iraq, Syria, Gaza or Ukraine.  
 
Same need to bang on about grassroots democracy so influence can’t be bought 
with a bottle of wine, or a casino built on prime harbour frontage to lure cash out 
of the pockets of the needy, or vital rail infrastructure be built with public money 
then ‘gifted’ to private companies for their profit.  
 
Sometimes it’s lonely and sometimes its uncomfortable being part of a political 
movement that leads, rather than follows. Because we are right out the front on 
so many issues: marriage equality, portable long service leave, free health care 
and education, the right to die with dignity, an end to burning coal for fuel and a 
commitment to renewable energy.  
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But leading means setting the agenda. And our agenda for this area – for Ryde 
and for Epping – is a future that is prosperous, with a community that has 
excellent health care and well-resourced schools, TAFEs and Universities, where 
people have work that is safe, fair, and decently paid, and where the 
environment is a priority.  
 
So like every other Greens’ candidate and elected representative across NSW 
from now until March 28, I’ll be setting the agenda. Banging on about the same 
old things with a great sense of hope, optimism, and pride.  I’ll be standing up for 
what matters.  
 


