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Good afternoon friends, many thanks for joining us in Eastwood on this beautiful sunny 
Sunday, and many thanks to all the members of the Ryde-Epping Greens that helped 
make this event possible. 

Today we begin the long march towards the 2015 elections. On 28 March, the people of 
NSW will face a choice – not a false choice between the two tainted major political 
parties, but a real choice between an old way that isn’t working, and a new way. 

 A way of clean politics.  

 A way of people-powered sustainable development. 

 A way of renewable energy, powering change and progress that works for the 
people and doesn’t come at the cost of our precious environment.  

 The way towards a cleaner, fairer, better NSW. 

Friends, it is my honour to take the challenging, worthwhile, exciting journey with you 
as the Greens candidate for Ryde. 

I’m a relative newcomer to this beautiful and welcoming part of the world. I’m originally 
from outback QLD, where it is nowhere as Green as it is here – and I mean that in both 
the environmental as well as the political sense of the word. 

For the past 5 years I’ve been living in SE Asia with people who are unable to afford the 
luxury of denying climate change, because it is already affecting their lives in an all-too-
real way. I am grateful for the opportunities I’ve had to help the poor and vulnerable to 
prepare for the impacts of climate change. 

But when I saw Tony Abbott take to the stage and announce to the coal and gas barons 
that Australia was “open for business”, I knew that I couldn’t watch from afar any longer.  

I felt a sense of urgency – a keen sense that we have so much in Australia that is worth 
fighting for, and that if we don’t fight for it, we will lose it. 

I know that sense is shared by you who have come here today. And friends, we have so 
much to be hopeful for. The Greens way is the way of hope, and it gives me great hope to 
have your support as we begin the journey to the elections. 

Hope that we can use people power to cut through the Murdoch propaganda machine 
and tell people the truth about the NWRL, and about the impacts of health, education, 
and social housing cuts on our families and our communities.  

Hope that we can ensure that the opportunities that lay before our community aren’t 
wasted – that every new major development is a renewable energy powerhouse and a 
public transport hub, that every new road come with a bus or bike lane, that our trees 
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are viewed as an asset not an obstacle, and that transport projects are built for the 
public interest! 

Hope that we can add another strong Green voice to our upper house, where our 
brilliant team of MPs have served as the only real effective source of opposition and 
alternative governance and vision for the State of NSW. 

Together, friends, we will change Ryde, we will change the Government, and we will 
send a powerful message to the new Government that when change happens in Ryde, it 
won’t be done to the people, but by the people and for the people! 

There is so much you can do to help me and help yourselves get to where we need to be. 
Basically, it all comes down to spreading the word, getting people to listen, and 
convincing them that now is the time to give the Greens a go. 

Because a cleaner, fairer, better Ryde is worth fighting for! 

Come with me, friends. 2015 is just around the corner. Let’s turn Ryde Green, together!  

 


